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INXS

Ah, the sweel smiell of success. Faw bands
have sniffed that more regularly than that of a
little rock band from Australia,

But INXS—which now featuras JD Fortune
(vocals), Tim Farriss (guitar), Kirk Pengilly
(guitar, saxophone), Garry Beers (bass), Jon
Farriss (drums), and Andrew Farriss
{keyboards }—with a new singer, a new album
called Swilch, and a sold-out worldwide lour,
is bigger than ever.

In 28 years of existence, INXS put out
countless rock hits like "Need You Tonight.”
"Original Sin,” and “Suicide Blonde,” survived
the rise and fall of the video star, and struggled
with the perils thatl come with the death of the
band's late, greal froniman Michael Hutchence,

Locking forward, as they were stuck on the
bus awailing traffic en route to a show al the
Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, CN, Garry
Beers and Kirk Pengilly phoned into SOAK
while JD Fortune chimed in later. INXS dished
on rock star identity theft, the process of
bringing music 1o television (we've seen this
before somewhere, eh?), and what it's like
stand as one of the biggest bands in the world.

SOAK: Whatl have your first shows been like
on fhe new four?

Kirk: It's greatl. I'm really quite surprised
about. . everything that's happaned. All of the
shows have sold out and the reactions have
been amazing. Everybody's been standing
from the moment we walk on until we finish at
the: end of the night. It's a little strange for me
because | wear what they call in-ear monitors;
ihey're & molded kind of earplug where they
lake ke a cast of the inside of your ear and
they make this mald with this hi-fidelity driver
in it, 5o it's like headphones. They block out
all the outside sound, so for me, | don't get a
lot of the neise the audience makes through
them, because we don’'t have mics aul in the
audience. So it's kind of strange, because I'm
nat actually hearing the reaction of the crowd
lika the other guys do that don't use them.
Cieccasionally 'l take them out, but then 1l
want to put them right back in again. [laughs]
Garry: |'ve gol some in-ears, but | don't wear
them. As a bass player, they do pul Somse bothom
in thaere, bul nothing big. We call that *Kirk's
World,” that's what we call Kirk in his ears,
[laughs] It's been incredible. The fan reaction at
the concerts has been quite overwhelming in
many ways. | guess having a hit TV show has
brought a lot of factors back into the popularity
of the band and they do reflect at the concens.

S0AK: Why wera you s0 surprised al the
recent rabid fan reaction?

Kirk: It's been a while since we've been out
touring and we didn't know what quite to
expect, Even sort of what the audience was
going to consist of and how they're going to
react to the old matenal, the new material, and
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even JO, really. The whole thing has been sort
of a big unknown to a certain extent, and I'm
just really surprised and elated at how great
the reaction has been.

SOAK: It's great lo hear fans have greatly
accepted JD on vocals.,

Kirk: Yeah, IU's all good, you know. Mind you,
the audience seems to be about 75 percent
wormnen [laughs], but | don't have a problem
with that. [laughs]

JD: Yeah, it starled off with cheers and now
it's chears and exposed breasts,

SOAK: I'm sure you guys had lot of females
al shows when Michael was on vocals,

Kirk: We did. To me, it kind of seems like it's
kind of heavy on the womean side, now. I'm
not really sure what it is really. | think with
Michael, blokes liked him too. He was a bit
like Austin Powers in that blokes liked 1o be
like him. But, it's good. It really is a8 cross-
saclion of an audience too, because the first
half of the auvdience is a lol younger than what
| would have expected. and the older age
group of fans, a lol that saw us in the 80s and
the B0s—ihey're all happy and excited that
we're louring again.

Garry: I'm sure we have a lot of new fans,
fans of JO, and indirectly new fans with the TV

really greatl guys, too.

SOAK: How have the fans laken fo "Switch.”
ffe new album?

Kirk: We're really proud of the album and it's
being received really well, so it's all good.

S0AK; Millions of fans across the world
fottowed CBS’s “Rock Star; INXS.”

Kirk: It's wonderful. We really didn’t know how
it was going lo go. We really put our heads on
the chopping block with even putting forward
the idea of lurning it into a TV show. It could
have gone horribly wrong, but it went horribly
right. [lawghs] Just hearing the comments from
people after the show finished, and during the
show, people have come up o me in the strest
and told me how addicted they were to the
show, and how they had 1o leave their bast
friend's dinner party to go home and walch
the show. [laughs] Their whole world revolved
around il. The biggest compliment is that
some have kids, are a bit older, have leenage
kids or whatever, and say, Thank God for your
TV show because vou brought reck n' roll back
into our house and got hip-hop out.' Mot that |
have anything against hip-hop. It's just not
where | come from,

Garry: It was greal. It was nerve-wracking at
first. | mean, we wondered what the hell we

“It started off with cheers and nm-}'i#t’s cheers
and exposed breasts.”

show. We have a lot of fans that have been
around for a long time wailing for us lo kind of
pick the right singar or make the rght move in
our career and aciually make a new record, and
it's all kind of come together because of that.

SOAK: As far as the band goes, when Michae!
Hulchence was around, he was a big target
of fan admiration, and now with JD at the helm,
does all of the altention take some of the
pressure off some of the other members of
the band?

Garry: Well, it does, The guy’s called a lead
singer and lead singer basically is the guy that
slands at the front and takes the full force of
the press and the public in many ways. That's
what singers do, and he's very good at it.

SOAK: Lofs of fans had fo phone in fo vole
for JD, so he must too, have his share of fans
across the world,

Garry: He does; it's quite interesting. Just
aboul everybody tells him every day, ‘| always
knew it was going to be you, JD." [laughs] Of
course none of them did.

S0AK: Well, I'll have fo admit now thal,
although | now enjoy the talents of JD, I'm from
the Chicago area. so | was initially gunning
for Marty Casey.

Garry: Marty still had the most voles up until
the finale. Marty’s a great gquy and his band
[Marty Casey & Lovehammaears] is a bunch of

wane gelting cursalves into, It was our idea,
£0 we couldn't blame anybody. It's a weird
thing for us, actually being from Australia,
which is so many thousands of miles away
from the rest of the world, the only way we
could get ourselves known was by making
videos back in the 80s, and certainly live
concerts. And we figured the medium of
lelevision was nothing new to us anyway, and
our life is kind of a reality, 2o it worked really
well for us.

JO: It was the hardest bul yet most rewarding
thrae months of my life.

Garry: With some of the workshops we did.
wi had hoped the show would kind of reeducate
peaple of what music's really about. The way
we did it was, we really wanted people to
understand why we're doing it and what we
wanted from the singers and to just groove
on the music and the great playing from the
house band. And that's exactly what happened.
And that's what sucked 20 many paaple in,
was the quality of the singers and the talent,
and overall, the show was exceplional. Mot to
put down any aother shows or contests, but
we wanted to make ours the best,

SOAK: With your newfound fame, JD, can you
still do normal things fke go to the grocery
store or are you often approached by a swarm
of fans?

JD: It's hard to do normal things as | do get
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15. My probliem is | 1w o alk
ways siop, and then miss whal

J0; Coming down wilh bronchifis/pagurmsnia
Sunmg one sl weak of the tour. That was

ratty ambarrassing

SO JD psed fo b an Elig Impersonalon
Who cowld you See, al zome [Lma.
TS
Kirk: [laughs] That would be pratty funny
Actually, | think there was apparenily a bi of
& loak-alka that's baan godng arcund and gel
ting inio some LA clubs and thngs clalmng
that he's JO, Tha wall bBe inberesting. | think he
wishes he ddn T bell peophs aboul impersonaling
Ekis, because poople koop asking aboul il
and il keepa coming back to bae him. [laweghs|
JO: Thal imposior is me

Garry: | have a kof of peopla run arcund the
world saying they'ne my cousin, and they
probably ama. |laughs| We we had paople mn
ther past that hawe run around Saying they

adle e

wine |bandmate] Jahn Farris and
running wp credil card bills, and somebody
hiad a Jon Famiss Amencan Expreas card. I1's
amazing whal people will believe whan thay

wiant fo

SOAK: You guys perdormed “Afergiow, ™ one
of your newest 5005, on Lethamman this yoar
Wi was thad lika?

JO: A daze

Garry: We've played it aboul three or four
timas. Tha last tme we did it was with Ray
Charles singing with us, and Mchae
wpers o Letberman. Bul with JO'S irsi
tima, wa kapl waming him about how cold it
i% in fhe Sludio, because Lelterman likes il
freezing. It was snowing in Mew York and il
wins aciually colder in ihe studo than il was
autside. Bul il wend really wall. TVs always a
irip, S il came all praily well

Wa'na
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S0AK: Wha! knd of ivngs do you ke o oo

ot ol whan you have a dgy off 7
JO: Ml
Kirk: We don't have a lot of those, bul for me

| jusi Kind of hke W0 ged oul of the hated, really.

iry 10 eal and stay oul of the hotel a5 much as
possible, | love ood and wine, 50 11 get dinne
1

and 1ry b have somebody acommpany me, or
I'll just o and ind & goad restaurant and hawe
a gieal meal. Or §b S68 8 Moy, Just pre
standand stuff, Most of the lima, if we have &
day off, we'll have o dove somewhera or
whatever, so thal takes up most of the day
Ay

canT be may I
fame and SLCCcEESs Man XS

Kirk: Yeah, IS bean an exdraondinary Career
and | guess N some ways, wa |'u-rl'nr|1'-'-|1 in
1977, | dom’l kndw il if's a good 1hing, [laughs
but we've actually spanned across four
decades, even though we've only
fher 28 warars, bub if makes i siund
e e been forever. Waine still lewving it

SOAK: What's dn the fufure lor INXSY

Hirk: & k3 mors Boemng. 1'm looking forwand
iothat We have a ot of sl imAustralia, Asla,
Mew Zaaland, and the UK. It lakes a londg lime
o cover the world
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